
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H8235 November 16, 2015 
Security Council, and we will work to-
gether to defeat this enemy as we have 
together defeated Nazism, communism, 
and now, as well, this new threat. 

We will have the finest intelligence 
assets that our nations have placed on 
the ground in countries around the 
world. 

We have used our intelligence assets 
here at home to keep out and prevent 
those who would harm our people from 
coming inside our borders. We always 
worry. We keep trying to make the se-
curity even better. But we have come a 
long way since 9/11. 

Each American can play an impor-
tant role by reporting suspect behavior 
they observe, and you can help our law 
enforcement officials ferret out dan-
gerous elements that could prey upon 
our own people. 

On the home front, every citizen can 
help by paying attention to what you 
see and, if suspicious, report it to your 
local law enforcement officials and, in 
an emergency, to 911. 

Also important is strengthening the 
bonds of community, at home, at work, 
at school. Build bridges in your own 
community, including religious confes-
sions. Let’s build bridges across reli-
gious confessions in this country. Let 
no denomination feel isolated or aban-
doned at this tense time. 

We stand with the people of France. 
We feel their loss. We stand with you 
as partners in liberty and forever keep 
in our hearts the enduring call: Lib-
erty, equality, and fraternity—liberte, 
egalite, fraternite. 

Mr. COSTELLO of Pennsylvania. I 
thank the gentlewoman from Ohio. 

Mr. Speaker, the gentleman from 
New York mentioned a minute ago 
about our constitutional obligation 
and the moral imperatives that we 
have to defend our homeland and our 
national defense, and I couldn’t agree 
with him more. 

In that spirit, I want to start to con-
clude my comments by saying some-
thing I think most agree with, and that 
is we need to enhance our intelligence 
and our vetting process of those who 
come to our country, including poten-
tial Syrian refugees, to reflect the seri-
ousness of threats posed by ISIS. 

I want to go into a little bit of infor-
mation that is easy to come by if you 
have paid attention to this issue, as I 
have, and the reality of the situation 
on the ground in Syria. 

As a result of over 4 years of Syrian 
civil war, we are seeing the worst hu-
manitarian crisis since World War II, 
and we can and we will, as America, 
continue to be a leader in the provision 
of aid and relief. But we can’t afford to 
put the cart before the horse when it 
comes to admission policies here. 

This year alone over half a million 
Syrian people are seeking refuge in Eu-
rope, and our European allies are look-
ing to us for assistance. However, it is 
gravely concerning, I think, when your 
FBI Director, in this case, James 
Comey, said earlier this year that our 
government is unable to conduct thor-

ough background checks on the 10,000 
Syrian refugees that the administra-
tion will allow in the United States. 
His quote: We have no record of them, 
and you can only query what you have 
collected. 

Mr. Speaker, the concerns and objec-
tions that I am raising aren’t just 
mine. They are the multitude of phone 
calls and e-mails that my office has re-
ceived today and I suspect all Members 
have received today. 

It is not isolationist. It is not anti- 
humanitarian. It is common sense, and 
it is in the name of making sure that 
we are protecting our people and secur-
ing our homeland from threats. 

It is not unreasonable to conduct due 
diligence on who is coming into our 
country, and we can’t move forward 
with a policy of admit first and ask 
later. We have to close the gaps in our 
screening process of refugees entering 
into our country. 

The Homeland Security Committee 
chairman, Mr. MCCAUL, recently intro-
duced legislation H.R. 3573, the Refugee 
Resettlement Oversight and Security 
Act. It would make substantial im-
provements to our refugee program and 
enhance congressional oversight of the 
administration’s refugee proposals. 

Many don’t know that Congress right 
now does not have much, if any, say 
over our refugee admission policy. This 
bill is intended to change that. It 
would require, amongst other things, 
GAO to review the security gaps in the 
current screening process. 

The President, as I mentioned, has 
proposed resettling at least 10,000 Syr-
ian refugees currently residing outside 
the Syria conflict zone in refugee 
camps to the U.S. this fiscal year. 

I quote from correspondence I had 
the opportunity to review today that 
Chairman MCCAUL wrote to the Presi-
dent: ‘‘We remain concerned that these 
resettlements are taking place without 
appropriate regard for the safety of the 
American people.’’ 
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Nothing is more fundamental. Noth-
ing gets at the core of what our Con-
stitution is intended to protect as that 
statement. 

In his correspondence, Mr. Speaker, 
he cites to a couple pieces of testimony 
that he received this past summer from 
various officials. Leaders from the FBI, 
the National Counterterrorism Center, 
and the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity have all said to our Homeland Se-
curity Committee that they lack the 
on-the-ground intelligence necessary 
to thoroughly vet Syrian refugees who 
seek to resettle here. 

National Counterterrorism Center 
Director Nicholas Rasmussen testified 
on October 21 that you have to rely on 
a vet. When you are vetting an appli-
cant’s information, his opinion is this: 
‘‘It isn’t what we’d like it to be.’’ 

FBI Director Comey explained during 
that same hearing: ‘‘If someone has not 
made a ripple in the pond in Syria in a 
way that would get their identity or 

their interests reflected in our data-
base, we can query our database until 
the cows come home, but nothing will 
show up because we have no record of 
that person. You can only query what 
you have collected.’’ 

I mentioned a piece of that state-
ment a little earlier. That is the full 
statement. And it gets to the point 
that, as we are concerned about our se-
curity and we are trusting the adminis-
tration to properly vet those who seek 
to come here, we have to rely on intel-
ligence, and our intelligence leaders 
are offering something less than full 
confidence that their intelligence on 
those Syrian refugees is something 
that we need to look a lot further at. 
That is what I think we need to do. 

Finally, Department of Homeland Se-
curity Secretary Johnson said: ‘‘It is 
true that we are not going to know a 
whole lot about the Syrians that come 
forth in this process.’’ 

Now, I know tomorrow at 5:30, I be-
lieve, we will have a confidential brief-
ing from the FBI Director and our Di-
rector on Homeland Security. 

Mr. Speaker, my point here this 
evening was just to raise some issues 
that, frankly, were on the front of my 
mind and many others in my district 
and many other Members of Congress 
even before the tragedy that happened 
in Paris on Friday. What happened on 
Friday only reinforces in me and many 
others that ISIS isn’t contained, and, 
in fact, a strategy of containment is 
actually a dangerous one; and further, 
as we are looking at the Syrian read-
mission policy, it cannot be allowed to 
remain as it presently is. Be it through 
legislation or be it through this admin-
istration’s providing us more detail 
and allowing Congress and the Amer-
ican people to get a better under-
standing of what is and isn’t happening 
I think would go a long way towards 
making us feel a lot safer. In fact, if re-
forms need to be made, if the program 
needs to be halted at the present time, 
then that is what should be done. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank my col-
leagues for participating in the Special 
Order this evening. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. DEFAZIO (at the request of Ms. 
PELOSI) for today through November 19 
on account of medical leave, recovering 
from eye surgery. 

Mrs. LAWRENCE (at the request of Ms. 
PELOSI) for today on account of official 
business in district. 

Mr. RUPPERSBERGER (at the request 
of Ms. PELOSI) for today through No-
vember 19 on account of medical rea-
son. 

f 

SENATE BILLS REFERRED 

Bills of the Senate of the following 
titles were taken from the Speaker’s 
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table and, under the rule, referred as 
follows: 

S. 1004. An act to amend title 36, United 
States Code, to encourage the nationwide ob-
servance of two minutes of silence each Vet-
erans Day; to the Committee on Veterans’ 
Affairs. 

S. 1203. An act to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to improve the furnishing of 
health care to veterans by the Department of 
Veterans Affairs, to improve the processing 
by the Department of claims for disability 
compensation, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs; in addition, 
to the Committee on Armed Services; to the 
Committee on Education and the Workforce; 
and to the Committee on the Budget for a 
period to be subsequently determined by the 
Speaker, in each case for consideration of 
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned. 

S. 2280. An act to promote pro bono legal 
services as a critical way in which to em-
power survivors of domestic violence; to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. COSTELLO of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, I move that the House do now 
adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 9 o’clock and 49 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, Tues-
day, November 17, 2015, at 10 a.m. for 
morning-hour debate. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

3418. A letter from the Congressional Re-
view Coordinator, Animal and Plant Health 
Inspection Service, Department of Agri-
culture, transmitting the Department’s final 
rule — Importation of Two Hybrids of Unshu 
Orange From the Republic of Korea Into the 
Continental United States [Docket No.: 
APHIS-2013-0085] (RIN: 0579-AD87) received 
November 9, 2015, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law 104-121, 
Sec. 251; to the Committee on Agriculture. 

3419. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
for Legislation, Department of Health and 
Human Services, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s Reports to Congress on the Fifth, 
Sixth, and Seventh Reviews of the Backlog 
of Postmarketing Requirements and Post-
marketing Commitments by the Food and 
Drug Administration, pursuant to 21 U.S.C. 
355(k)(5)(C); Public Law 110-85, Sec. 921; to 
the Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

3420. A letter from the Assistant General 
Counsel for Legislation, Regulation and En-
ergy Efficiency, Office of Energy Efficiency 
and Renewable Energy, Department of En-
ergy, transmitting the Department’s final 
rule — Energy Efficiency Standards for New 
Federal Commercial and Multi-Family High- 
Rise Residential Buildings’ Baseline Stand-
ards Update [Docket No.: EERE-2014-BT- 
STD-0047] (RIN: 1904-AD39) received Novem-
ber 9, 2015, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); 
Added by Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

3421. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
NHTSA, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting the Department’s interim final 
rule — Allowing Importers to Provide Infor-
mation to U.S. Customs and Border Protec-
tion in Electronic Format [Docket No.: 

NHTSA-2015-0076] (RIN: 2127-AL63) received 
November 12, 2015, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law 104-121, 
Sec. 251; to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

3422. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
NHTSA, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
Federal Motor Vehicle Theft Prevention 
Standard; Final Listing of 2016 Light Duty 
Truck Lines Subject to the Requirements of 
This Standard and Exempted Vehicle Lines 
for Model Year 2016 [Docket No.: NHTSA- 
2015-0043] (RIN: 2127-AL59) received Novem-
ber 12, 2015, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); 
Added by Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

3423. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
NHTSA, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
Defect and Noncompliance Notification 
[Docket No.: NHTSA-2015-0048] (RIN: 2127- 
AL60) received November 12, 2015, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law 
104-121, Sec. 251; to the Committee on Energy 
and Commerce. 

3424. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation 
of Implementation Plans; Louisiana; Major 
Source Permitting State Implementation 
Plan [EPA-R06-OAR-2006-0131; FRL-9936-45- 
Region 6] received November 6, 2015, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public 
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; to the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce. 

3425. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s direct final rule — Air Plan Approval; 
TN; Knox County Emissions Statements 
[EPA-R04-OAR-2015-0456; FRL-9936-57-Region 
4] received November 6, 2015, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law 104- 
121, Sec. 251; to the Committee on Energy 
and Commerce. 

3426. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Air Plan Approval; Ohio; 
Test Methods; Error Correction [EPA-R05- 
OAR-2009-0807; FRL-9936-54-Region 5] re-
ceived November 6, 2015, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law 104-121, 
Sec. 251; to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

3427. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Air Plan Approval and Air 
Quality Designation; TN; Reasonably Avail-
able Control Measures and Redesignation for 
the TN Portion of the Chattanooga 1997 An-
nual PM2.5 Nonattainment Area [EPA-R04- 
OAR-2014-0904; FRL-9936-55-Region 4] re-
ceived November 6, 2015, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law 104-121, 
Sec. 251; to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

3428. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Air Plan Approval; Ohio; 
Revised Format for Materials Being Incor-
porated by Reference [EPA-R05-OAR-2015- 
0637; FRL-9933-71-Region 5] received Novem-
ber 6, 2015, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); 
Added by Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

3429. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation 
of Implementation Plans; North Carolina In-
frastructure Requirements for the 2008 8- 
hour Ozone National Ambient Air Quality 
Standards [EPA-R04-OAR-2014-0795; FRL- 

9936-60-Region 4] received November 6, 2015, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added by 
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

3430. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation 
of Implementation Plans; State of Missouri; 
Control of Petroleum Liquid Storage, Load-
ing and Transfer [EPA-R07-OAR-2015-0268; 
FRL-9936-72-Region 7] received November 6, 
2015, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added 
by Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

3431. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s direct final rule — Approval of Cali-
fornia Air Plan Revisions, Placer County Air 
Pollution Control District [EPA-R09-OAR- 
2015-0643; FRL-9935-65-Region 9] received No-
vember 6, 2015, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law 104-121, 
Sec. 251; to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

3432. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Acetamiprid; Pesticide Tol-
erances [EPA-HQ-OPP-2014-0740; FRL-9936-12] 
received November 6, 2015, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law 104- 
121, Sec. 251; to the Committee on Energy 
and Commerce. 

3433. A letter from the Associate Adminis-
trator, Environmental Protection Agency, 
transmitting the National Environmental 
Education Advisory Council 2015 Report to 
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Administrator, as required by the National 
Environmental Education Act of 1990, Pub. 
L. 101-619, Sec. 9, U.S.C. 5508(a), (104 Stat. 
3333); to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce. 

3434. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — National Emission Stand-
ards for Hazardous Air Pollutants for Major 
Sources: Industrial, Commercial, and Insti-
tutional Boilers and Process Heaters [EPA- 
HQ-OAR-2002-0058; FRL-9936-20-OAR] (RIN: 
2060-AS09) received November 10, 2015, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public 
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; to the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce. 

3435. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s direct final rule — Air Plan Approval; 
Michigan; Sewage Sludge Incinerators State 
Plan and Small Municipal Waste Combustors 
Negative Declaration for Designated Facili-
ties and Pollutants [EPA-R05-OAR-2015-0701; 
FRL-9936-96-Region 5] received November 10, 
2015, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added 
by Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

3436. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval of California Air 
Plan Revisions, Imperial County Air Pollu-
tion Control District [EPA-R09-OAR-2015- 
0289; FRL-9936-65-Region 9] received Novem-
ber 10, 2015, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); 
Added by Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

3437. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval of Air Plans; Cali-
fornia; Multiple Districts; Prevention of Sig-
nificant Deterioration [EPA-R09-OAR-2015- 
0257; FRL-9934-89-Region 9] received Novem-
ber 10, 2015, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); 
Added by Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 
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